Week of October 13th
We are finishing up unit 1 and moving on to unit 2 this week. In unit two we focus on balance, peace, and harmony. Students come to recognize that there is balance in all systems and come to appreciate the order and harmony within systems of the universe. Students learn that balance is essential to harmony and interdependence contributes to balance. We also focus on Control and regulation as it helps to sustain equilibrium.
This week we will continue with multiplication. Last week, students focused on factors and multiples. This week we will continue with that as well as learn about prime and composite numbers. We will continue with our multiplication timed tests every Wednesday.  Students are continuing with model drawing.  

In science we will continue to focus on fast changes on Earth and look at earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanoes. Students will spend this week reviewing Science concepts before we move on to our unit on energy. 
In Social Studies this week we will continue to discuss the preamble to the constitution, which outlines the purpose of the U.S. government. Students will also work in groups to design their own government. Then we will identify characteristics of a constitutional, representative, and republic government. 
Students also receive a Time for Kids every Wednesday and are expected to complete totally ten (see attachment link under homestudy). Totally ten is due every Monday.
Students should also be studying the location of the states and will be tested on October 31st. Students need to identify 45 out of 50 states in order to pass and move on to capitals. Once students pass their states and capitals they will receive a certificate. If students do not pass their states they will retest every 6 six weeks. The purpose of this is for students to develop a geographical awareness. 
In Reader’s workshop we will continue to build stamina.  Students will also practice various reading strategies we will review during reader’s workshop.  We will begin book clubs this week, as we will spend this week going over procedures and expectations for weekly book clubs. Students collect their own spelling words for their list every Monday and are tested every Friday as well. They are expected to study their words at home. 
In addition, we have been working on developing our vocabulary. Every three weeks students are given a new list of 10 words. Week 1 (last week) students focus on defining the words and using them in a sentence. In week 2 (this week) students use their knowledge to complete in class center activities with the vocabulary. Students then will complete a word work activity and that activity is due on Thursdays.  Students will be assessed in vocabulary through their ability to use new vocabulary in their work. As well as their word work activity. 
In writer’s workshop students should publish their personal narratives this week. Next week we will move on to poetry. 
This week in Islamics we will continue discussing our rights and responsibilities as Muslims. We will continue our discussion on Hajj and work on our Hajj passports as the Hajj season is here. Please keep in mind that the fourth grade Hajj assembly is Monday September 29th. Students need to bring in white Ihraam clothing for this assembly. 

Please check the weebly daily and email me with any questions or concerns. 

********Please do not try to discuss matters with me before school or during dismissal. The students are my priority at this time and I will not be able to give you my full attention at this time to discuss important matters.

I will gladly set up a time to meet with you. I ask that you please email me to set up a meeting.
